The Church of England

The Church of England is organised into two provinces; each led by an Archbishop (Canterbury for the Southern Province and York for the Northern). These two provinces cover every inch of English soil, the Isle of Man, the Channel Islands, the Isles of Scilly and even a small part of Wales. 

Each province is built from dioceses. There are 43 in England and there are diocese in the rest of Europe,  Morocco, Turkey and the Asian countries of the former Soviet Union. 

Each diocese (excluding Europe) is divided into Parishes. The Parish is the heart of the Church of England. A Parish Priest (usually called a Vicar or Rector) oversees each Parish. From ancient times through to today, the Parish Priests, and their Bishop, are responsible for the 'cure of souls' in their Parish. That includes everyone. This explains why Parish Priests are so involved with the key issues and problems affecting the whole community. 

Her Majesty the Queen is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England as well as the Church of Scotland. In the Church of England she appoints Archbishops, Bishops and Deans of Cathedrals on the advice of the Prime Minister. The two Archbishops and 24 senior Bishops sit in the House of Lords, making a major contribution to Parliament's work. 

There have been Christians in Britain since AD200 and probably earlier. It became the dominant religion through the moulding of Celtic Christianity with the direct missionary thrust from Rome by St Augustine in 597. Through war, peace, famine and prosperity, the Church was critical in the development of society, law, buildings and the quiet piety of the people. English civil power and the Church developed in an increasingly uneasy parallel. Two points of contention were the Church's wealth and its ties with Rome. 
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Their differences came to a head in the 1530s, when King Henry VIII wished to obtain a divorce from Queen Catherine of Aragon for not producing a male heir. The Pope would not grant it. After a long campaign to reverse this decision, the King ran out of patience and proclaimed himself Supreme Head of the Church of England and the Church began its separate existence from Rome, although, and this is important, its Bishops have been consecrated in unbroken succession from St Peter. 

Religion in England today

Most English people are part of the Church of England, however only a small minority practise the faith by going regularly to mass. Most young people do not go to mass and prefer not talking about religion. Nevertheless, they will probably get married in a church and they will meet the Parish Vicar for the first time on this occasion. 

The general consensus of English people is that God exists but that the churches (Catholic or Church of England) are not anymore up-to-date with day to day life, therefor, they believe but will not necessary go to mass on a regular basis.

Questions: 

What religion are you part of?

Do you believe in God?

How do you worship your religion?
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